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Principal Message

I often wonder: What are the characteristics of Catholic Ming Yuen
Secondary School students? When you graduate in the future, you
are shaped in some sort of characteristics. But what are they?
Our educational philosophy is based on the spirit of Christ’ s love,
providing education for all without discrimination and to teach
students in accordance with their aptitude. The Catholic
Education has five core values: truth, justice, love, life and
the family. For non—-Catholics, these are some universal values.
As a Catholic school, we want to live up to these core values with
the students. This year, we have chosen the theme "Love".

Sometimes, as a young person, you will find what adults think as
the right thing, may not necessarily be the same as what you pick.
To give an exaggerating example, what appeared last Friday in the
press was that a S1 boy had sex with a P6 girl alongside with live
recording. From their perspective, they may not think it is a
problem, and that they just do their own business. But the society
determines, in terms of moral values, that it is another " indecent
assault case", not accepted by the public. It is because they are
still in teenage growing stage. They should acquire knowledge and
skills, develop personal interests and abilities. If pregnancy
results, from the economic and psychological point of view, how
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can they have the ability to withstand and fulfill parental
responsibilities?

[t is normal to have different opinions and it does not matter.
What matters is that we should maintain more communication, more
patience listening to one another’ s comments, more acceptances
and more tolerance. It is to live up to "love." Last semester,
I thanked the Student Union and the Four Houses which held their
meetings and a total of 120 comment notes were collected. There
was a lot of valuable advice. Thank you for all your willingness
to express your thoughts. One example is the proposed increase
in English activities to raise students’ English level. The other
is the suggestion of more publicity before any activities are held
by the Houses. Today, I also take this opportunity to tell the
story from a film and explain some ideas supporting our school
policies.

‘McFarland, USA’ , is the story adapted from the 1987 McFarland
High School track and field team who participated in
cross—country races. The coach Jim White who was a strict,
quick-tempered coach provoked a lot of disputes. He was
eventually forced to leave due to an accidental injury of a player.
Jim White, with his wife and children, came to the southern tip
of California, McFarland which was a poor city with a Latino
population up to over ninety percent. He started his job again
there as a Physical Education teacher at a local high school. With
his coaching of the American football team, he discovered the
hidden race talents of these Latino youths. He trained a group
of relatively under-privileged Mexican children, let them show
their talent in cross-country competitions. At first, these
children were teased as “ridiculed” and even they doubted their
own ability. For example, they thought that they were nothing
since the day they were born and that their value in life was to
help the family to work in the fields and poverty was their destiny.
But Jim White continued to give them love and care, and finally
they were willing to make efforts to realize their big dreams.
They were finally eligible for the Intercontinental Championship.
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After graduating from high school, seven players were eligible
for university admission. Now some become teachers, policemen or
soldiers.

Jim White encouraged the players to “taste hardship” while
running, but not to give up, all because the runners in front had
exactly the same feeling. So hold on as long as they possibly can
and they will not lag behind. And if they can “squeeze their last
juice” , they are the ones to take the lead.

Yes, our school policy is approved by the School Management
Committee, teachers, parents and your views are carefully
considered. Dear students, we hope you can trust us. The reason
why we insist and never give up is to allow you to realize your
big dreams, which is also a demonstration of "Love". Finally, dear
students, you ought to try to adopt an optimistic mood, regardless
of whether you totally agree to the school policy, be proactive
and strive to grasp every opportunity and take every challenge.
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